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WORLD  MEAT  PRODl^Q'^JON 
Summary 

World  meat  production  in  1956  continued  to  increase,  and 
set  a  new  high  record.  Production  in  the  hZ  principal  pro- 
ducing countries  of  the  world,  excluding  Communist  China,  was 
92.5  billion  pounds  in  1956,  h.  percent  more  than  a  year  earl- 
ier. Production  was  35  percent  greater  than  the  averages  for 
both  19li6-50  and  193ii-38>  although  Eastern  Europe's  production 
was  under  prewar. 

There  were  fairly  sharp  gains  in  meat  output  in  South 
America  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa.    Moderate  gains  were  re- 
ported in  North  America.    There  were  slight  increases  in  Europe 
and  the  Middle  East,  but  output  declined  2  percent  from  1955  in 
Australia  and  New  Zealand. 


MEAT  1/:    Summary  of  world  production,  1956  with  con^jarisons 
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'  68,751' 

'  88.860' 

'  92,1482' 

\J  Carcass  meat:  beef,  veal,  porkj  excluding  lard,  mutton,  lamb,  goatmeat 
and  horsemeat.    Excludes  variety,  rabbit  and  poultry  meat.    2/  Canada, 
Mexico,  United  States  and  Cuba,    y  Austria,  Belgium,  Denmark,  Finland, 
France,  Western  Germany,  Greece,  Ireland,  Italy,  the  Netherlands,  Norway, 
Portugal,  Spain,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  United  Kingdom,  and  Yxigoslavia. 
\J  Bulgaria,  Czechoslovakia,  Eastern  Germany,  Hungary,  Poland  and  Rumania. 
y  Estimates  included  in  the  total.    6/  Egypt,  Turkey,  Iraq  and  Iran. 
jj  Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia,  Paraguay  and  Unjguay.    8/  Australia 
and  New  Zealand. 


Conditions  have  favored  a  steady  increase  in  world  meat  production 
since  the  end  of  World  V/ar  II.  Ebqpanded  economic  activity  in  the  prin- 
cipal meat  consijuiing  countries  has  increased  demand  for  meat.  Adequate 
feed  supplies  and  grazing  conditions  have  also  encouraged  livestock  pro- 
duction. In  recent  years  meat  production  in  the  principal  producing  and 
consuming  countries  has  increased  faster  than  the  population.  But  meat 
prices  continue  relatively  high. 

The  upward  trend  in  meat  output  reflects  the  continued  increase  in 
livestock  numbers.    In  early  1957,  hog  numbers  were  estimated  to  be  31 
percent  above  prewar  (1936-1:0),  cattle  2h  percent,  and  sheep  23  percent 
greater.    Conditions  seem  favorable  for  a  continued  increase  in  numbers 
in  1957. 

World  meat  production  is  likely  to  continue  to  rise  at  about  the 
rate  of  recent  years.    However,  due  to  the  large  livestock  numbers,  a 
sharper  increase  in  meat  output  is  possible  if  a  number  of  the  important 
producing  coimtries  should  simultaneously  step  up  slaughter  because  of 
feed  shortages  or  economic  conditions. 

North  America;    Meat  oulput  in  the  United  States  continued  upward 
in  1956  and  reached  a  new  all-time  peak  of  26  billion  pounds  —  k  per- 
cent greater  than  the  previous  record  of  1955.    Beef  and  veal  production 
reached  a  new  record  of  16.1  billion  pounds,  exceeding  the  1955  record 
by  7  percent.    Pork  production  was  moderately  above  the  average  for 
19i;6-50,  and  was  2  percent  greater  than  1955 •    The  United  States  is  by 
far  the  largest  meat  producing  country.    The  United  States  probably  ac- 
counts for  about  28  percent  of  the  world *s  output,  including  production 
in  Communist  China. 

Slaughter  continued  to  rise  moderately  during  1956  in  Mexico,  Cuba, 
and  Canada.    Production  probably  is  at  new  high  levels  in  each  of  the  3 
countries. 

Western  Europe;    Production  in  Western  Europe  has  increased  mater- 
ially since  World  War  II  and  increased  2  percent  from  1955  to  1956. 
During  1956,  producticn  rose  materially  in  Italy,  Switzerland,  Yugoslavia 
and  the  United  Kingdom.    Slight  to  moderate  gains  were  reported  for 
Austria,  France,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  and  West  Germany.  Production 
declined  moderately  during  1956  in  Denmark,  Finland,  Norway,  and  Portugal 
Fairly  large  decreases  in  production  took  place  in  Sweden  and  Ireland. 

South  America;    Livestock  slaughter  increased  sharply  in  South 
America  during  1956.    Production  in  Argentina  rose  substantially.  Pro- 
dtction  rose  moderately  in  Uruguay,  but  in  Brazil  it  decreased  slightly. 

Africa:    The  Union  of  South  Africa's  meat  output  increased  10  per- 
cent last  year.    The  removal  of  price  controls  on  cattle  encouraged 
slaughter;  however,  slaughter  of  hogs  and  sheep  and  lambs  also  rose. 
Production  in  Egypt  did  not  change  much  from  1955  to  1956. 


U 


ilfS    Ei3.Si.s.=c8.3.8SsS£.=.    .SB    65... 5    ?  55 


r^CVJi-l  CM  \r\  CM  OJ  r-T 


_   ^   ^  ..  „  


 ^  ^  

H  rH        CM  '  '  '  ' 


-il 

=1 

li 

i! 

-I 


I 


I  ?||| 

«M  X  (SI 


-  s 


1^  S;,  5, 


^  ..  ..  ~  ..  ^  ^     ..  «  ..  ^..^^  ^  „  ^  .. 


iH 

is 
is 


i 


ill  liilililifiil  1^  liilll 


i 

PI  I. 


I 
I 

1! 

i  II 


II 

p 

li 

li 


.  i, . 


Asia;    Production  of  meat  in  Japan  increased  more  than  300  percent 
since  the  end  of  World  War  II •    This  is  largely  due  to  greater  availa- 
bility of  feed  grains  for  livestock.    Output  in  the  Philippine  Republic 
has  also  increased  greatly  over  the  same  period, 

Oceania:    Total  sla lighter  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  continued 
high  in  1956,  although  production  in  Australia  declined  moderately  from 
the  preceding  year.    To  take  advantage  of  the  good  range  and  pasture 
situation,  producers  held  cattle  and  sheep  from  slaughter. 

U.S.S.R. ;    Meat  production  in  the  Soviet  Union  continues  to  in- 
crease.   Reported  1956  output  in  state-controlled  slaughterhouses  in- 
creased 7  percent  over  1955 •    The  increase  in  neat  output  is  in  Hdb  with 
the  steady  increase  in  livestock  numbers  from  their  low  point  at  the  end 
of  World  War  II.    Production  of  meat  in  the  U.S.S.R.  is  now  estimated  to 
be  moderately  above  prewar. 

Eastern  Europe;    Production  data  for  Eastern  Europe  has  been  reap- 
praised.   New  estimates  have  been  made  for  prewar  193li-38>  19ii6-50,  and 
later  years.    In  the  6  countries  in  the  area,  meat  production  has  in- 
creased considerably  since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  but  has  not  reached 
prewar  levels,  judging  by  livestock  numbers,  apparent  feed  supplies,  and 
persistent  reports  of  meat  shortages  in  the  area. 

Beef  and  veal  production  in  1956  made  up  52  percent  of  the  total 
production  in  the  i|2  countries*    About  39 .5  percent  of  total  production 
was  pork,  and  6  percent  lamb  and  mutton.    Horsemeat  accounted  for  less 
than  0.3  percent  of  the  total. 

Note  on  Methodology 

In  this  report  an  atteii5)t  has  been  made  to  report  meat  production 
on  the  basis  of  the  total  dressed  slaughter  weight  of  cattle,  calves, 
hogs,  sheep,  lambs,  and  goats  in  each  country.    The  meat  production 
figures,  therefore,  include  imported  slaughter  animals  but  exclude  ex- 
ports of  live  anijoals.    Buffalo  and  horsemeat  production  is  included  in 
countries  ^ere  such  production  is  iu^ortant.    Pork  production  data  in- 
clude fatback  but  exclude  allowances  for  the  amount  of  raw  fat  rendered 
into  lard.    Data  for  other  species  include  the  usual  quantity  of  carcass 
fats  remaining  on  the  carcass  at  the  time  of  slaughter.    Because  of  the 
various  adjustments,  the  data  do  not  always  agree  with  that  originally 
published  by  individxial  countries  or  with  world  sumanaaries  prepared  by 
other  organizations. 

Data  in  the  suimnary  table  relate  to  the  same  h2  countries  through- 
out the  range  of  years  shown.    It  was  estimated  that  in  1938,  Hi  of  these 
countries  produced  around  97  percent  of  the  output  for  67  countries,  ex- 
cluding China.    At  the  present  time,  it  seems  probable  that  the  produc- 
tion in  the  k2  countries  accounts  for  around  90  percent  of  the  world's 
output  including  China. 
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MEAT:    World  production,  1956  with  conparisons 


Oontinent  or  area         *  Averages 

;  1955 

[            |Percentage  change 
:  1956    :i9ii6-50  1955  to 
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BEEF  AND  VEAL  1/ 


North  America  2/  :  9,hlO 

Western  Europe  3/  :  8,507 

Eastern  Em-ope  U/  :  2,225 

U.S.S.R  :  3,350 

Middle  East  6/,.  :  ii21 

Philippines,  Rep,  of  :  95 

South  America  7/  2  6,923 

Union  of  South  Africa  :  i;21 
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North  America  2/  ^,:  8,163 
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MUTTON,  LAMB  AND  GOAT  1/ 


North  America  2/, 
Western  Europe 
Eastern  Europe 

U.S.S.R  , 

Middle  East  6/  
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1/  Carcass  meat  -  excludes  variely  meat.    2/  Canada,  Mexico,  United  States 
and  Cuba.    3/  Austria,  Belgiinn,  Denmark,  Finland,  France,  Western  Germany, 
Greece,  Ireland,  Italy,  the  Netherlands,  Norway,  Portugal,  Spain,  Sweden, 
Switzerland,  United  Kingdom  and  Yugoslavia,    1/  Bulgaria,  Czechoslovakia, 
Eastern  Germany,  Hungary,  Poland  and  Rumania.    S/  Estimates  included  in  the 
total.    6/  Egypt,  Turkey,  Iraq  and  Iran.    7/  Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile, 
Colombia,  Paraguay  and  Uruguay.    8/  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 


